
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1107 July 22, 2015 
devoted family woman, and a community lead-
er who has dedicated her life to serving oth-
ers. 

Born on October 3, 1941, Melba Curls is a 
lifelong resident of Kansas City. She grad-
uated from Central High School where she 
was one of the first classes in an integrated 
school. She later went on to attend the Univer-
sity of Missouri-Columbia. At an early age, 
Melba was active in politics and the civil rights 
movement. She was active in the NAACP’s 
Youth, and actually met her future husband, 
the late Missouri Senator Phil B. Curls, on a 
civil rights trip with the organization. The Curls 
were married for 43 years before his untimely 
passing in 2007. She is the proud mother of 
four amazing children: Phil Jr., Michael, 
Monica and Louis. 

Melba has been involved in public service 
most of her career. She spent several years 
working for the City of Kansas City where she 
served the citizens in the Personnel and Legal 
Departments and as a Staff Assistant to then 
Mayor Charles B. Wheeler. She also worked 
on the staff of U.S. Senator Tom Eagleton. 
Melba spent almost 15 years working at the 
KCMC Child Development Corporation in sup-
port of the Head Start Program and early 
childhood education in Kansas City. 

In 1999, Melba was elected by the citizens 
of the 41st District to represent them in the 
Missouri House of Representatives, where she 
served for seven years. During her tenure in 
the State Legislature, she was able to work 
with colleagues, government officials from all 
branches, and community leaders, regardless 
of their political affiliation, race, gender or 
socio-economic background, to help find solu-
tions to the problems plaguing the community. 
Melba also served as the Chairperson of the 
Committee on Urban Affairs, from 2000 to 
2002, and as the Vice-Chair of the Ethics 
committee, from 2004 to 2006. She then suc-
cessfully ran for City Council in 2007. 

Councilwoman Curls’ interests in helping 
better the lives of others through various orga-
nizations in our community include her in-
volvement with: The De La Salle Education 
Center, the Jackson County Board of Domes-
tic Violence Shelters, and the American Jazz 
Museum, just to name a few. She also cur-
rently serves as an Executive Board Member 
to the longest-serving civil rights organization 
dedicated to serving the needs of Kansas 
City’s African-American community—Freedom, 
Incorporated. Kansas City Mayor Sly James 
selected Councilwoman Curls to serve on the 
Neighborhoods, Housing and Healthy Commu-
nities and Transportation and Infrastructure 
committees. 

Over the years, Melba has been able to 
earn the respect of her colleagues by working 
hard to be a bridge-builder between individ-
uals and organizations. She is an active mem-
ber of the City Council, and is very focused on 
participating in community activities and being 
involved in the community that she serves. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me and our col-
leagues in recognizing and honoring Ms. 
Melba Curls for a lifetime of devoted commit-
ment to the Kansas City community. While 
she embraces this next phase of life in retire-
ment, I wish to thank her for her tireless serv-
ice to the Kansas City Community for the past 
three decades. Demonstrating unparalleled 
dedication, Melba serves as an inspiration and 
role model for our community. 

HONORING ETHEL C. MANGUM 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 22, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mrs. Ethel C. Mangum who is a na-
tive of Madison County. Many of her formative 
years were spent in the Virden Addition Area. 
She attended school at Walton Elementary 
and Brinkley High School. At Jackson State 
University she earned B.S. and Masters de-
gree in Social Work and Guidance. 

For twenty-eight years she has been an ac-
tive member of Farish Street Baptist Church 
and its E. B. Topp Missionary Circle. 

Mrs. Mangum has done extensive volunteer 
work which included: teaching and reading at 
Powell Middle School; serving as Co-Chair-
person of Lake Hico Eubanks Creek Neighbor-
hood Association; working as an HIV/AIDS ed-
ucator for the American Red Cross; working 
with children to prevent teenage pregnancy; 
and motivating them toward moral and aca-
demic excellence. 

Mrs. Mangum has been a ‘‘first’’ in opening 
opportunities for others by becoming the first 
African American woman to hold a profes-
sional position at Baptist Children’s Village; 
the first African American woman to work for 
Michael Baker, Jr., Inc. Consulting Engineers; 
and for SCAN (Suspected Child Abuse and 
Neglect). She was one of two females who in-
tegrated the lunch room at St. Dominic’s Hos-
pital. 

Mrs. Mangum currently strives for excel-
lence in the community through her position 
as Administrative Assistant for Ward 3. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Ethel C. Mangum for her 
dedication to serving others. 

f 

EXPANDING UNARMED AP-
PROACHES TO PROTECT CIVIL-
IANS 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 22, 2015 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, we are besieged 
daily with news of intensifying brutal attacks 
on innocent civilians in South Sudan, Syria, 
Ukraine, and many more places throughout 
the world. Women and children are increas-
ingly being targeted. 

Anthony Lake, the executive director of 
UNICEF, recently wrote about South Sudan: 
‘‘The details of the worsening violence against 
children are unspeakable, but we must speak 
of them . . . Survivors report that boys have 
been castrated and left to bleed to death . . . 
Girls as young as 8 have been gang raped 
and murdered . . . Children have been tied 
together before their attackers slit their throats 
. . . Others have been thrown into burning 
buildings . . . Children are also being aggres-
sively recruited into armed groups of both 
sides on an alarming scale.’’ 

When confronted with such atrocities, our 
typical response is to send in the bombers 

and drones, ship military equipment, train ‘‘the 
good guys,’’ or even put our own troops on 
the ground. By doing these things, we create 
a state of on-going war. Is it any wonder the 
result is more violence, rather than less? 

The UN High Commissioner on Refugees 
reported last month that 59.5 million individ-
uals have been forcibly displaced worldwide. 
This is the largest number since UNHCR 
began keeping records. UNHCR’s Annual Re-
port tells us that every day last year, an aver-
age of 42,500 people had to flee their homes, 
a four-fold increase in just four years. That’s 
like everybody in a city the size of Duluth, the 
largest city in my district, fleeing from their 
homes every other day. 

But there are effective alternatives that are 
protecting civilians and deterring violence in 
some of the most brutal war zones around the 
world. You probably haven’t heard about them 
because, unlike terrorists, these nonviolent 
peacekeepers seldom make the headlines. 

During this time of crisis, it is imperative that 
we examine new and less conventional meth-
odologies as we try to fulfill our responsibility 
to protect our fellow civilians as best we can. 
One such approach is unarmed civilian protec-
tion (UCP), pioneered by Nonviolent 
Peaceforce, an organization that originated in 
Minnesota. UCP provides unarmed, specially 
trained civilians who are recruited from many 
different countries to live and work with local 
civil society in areas of violent conflict. Cur-
rently there are more than a dozen non-
governmental organizations DIRECTLY pro-
tecting civilians, using only nonviolent meth-
ods, in places like South Sudan, Colombia, 
Guatemala, Palestine and the Philippines. 

Their approaches are strategic, thoughtful, 
and tailored for each specific situation. These 
unarmed civilian protectors model peace by 
practicing it. For example in South Sudan, dis-
placed women leaving the Protection of Civil-
ian areas to gather firewood and water face 
rape by soldiers lurking at the edge of the 
sites. The women routinely have to make ex-
cruciating choices between their family’s sus-
tenance and their personal safety. UCP work-
ers found that when two or more trained, un-
armed civilian protectors accompany 20–30 
women, the soldiers look the other way. No 
woman has been attacked when accompanied 
by an unarmed civilian protector. 

Imagine if we had 10,000 unarmed civilians 
protecting civilians in South Sudan, instead of 
the 150 that Nonviolent Peaceforce struggles 
to fund. We can afford them, because these 
unarmed civilian protectors cost a fraction of 
the cost of a soldier. 

In their report released on June 16, the UN 
High Level Peace Operations Review Panel 
recognized UCP as a key reform for protecting 
civilians under threat of violent conflict. 

The Panel Chair, Nobel Laureate Jose 
Ramos Horta, stated, ‘‘The Panel reviewed the 
excellent input by Nonviolent Peaceforce, 
which shared with us its positive experience in 
protecting civilians in war-torn situations. In 
our Report, we recommend that the UN en-
gage more of those brave people working in 
the field, unarmed, to protect civilians’’. 
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Crisis demands innovation. We need to re-

spond to violence with methods that are effec-
tive and efficient, not just usual and conven-
tional. We need methods that move us to-
wards peace, not those that engulf us in fur-
ther violence. The United States must incor-
porate UCP as a key instrument in trans-
forming violent conflict, and in protecting civil-
ians, through our initiatives at the State De-
partment and USAID as well as our positions 
at the United Nations. 

f 

CALLING FOR DEBATE AND VOTE 
ON LEGISLATION TO REPAIR 
DAMAGE TO VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 22, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I call 
upon House Speaker BOEHNER to bring legis-
lation intended to protect the right to vote of all 
Americans to the floor for debate and vote in 
advance of the 50th anniversary of the land-
mark Voting Rights Act signed by President 
Lyndon Johnson on August 6, 1965. 

This action is long overdue. 
It has been more than two years since the 

Supreme Court decided Shelby County v. 
Holder, 570 U.S. 193 (2013), which invalidated 
Section 4(b) of the Voting Rights Act and par-
alyzed the application of the Act’s Section 5 
preclearance requirements, which protect mi-
nority voting rights where voter discrimination 
has historically been the worst. 

In the 49 years since its passage in 1965, 
the Voting Rights Act has safeguarded the 
right of Americans to vote and stood as an ob-
stacle to many of the more egregious attempts 
by certain states and local jurisdictions to 
game the system by passing discriminatory 
changes to their election laws and administra-
tive policies. 

In signing the Voting Rights Act on August 
6, 1965, President Lyndon Johnson said: 

The vote is the most powerful instrument 
ever devised by man for breaking down injus-
tice and destroying the terrible walls which 
imprison men because they are different 
from other men. 

Although much progress has been made 
there is still much work to be done in order to 
prevent systemic voter suppression and dis-
crimination within our communities and we 
must remain ever vigilant and oppose 
schemes that will abridge or dilute the pre-
cious right to vote. 

Since 1982, Section 5 has stopped more 
than 1,000 discriminatory voting changes in 
their tracks, including 107 discriminatory 
changes in Texas. 

In the aftermath of the Shelby decision, I 
was a member of the working group led by 
Congressman JIM CLYBURN of South Carolina 
that was tasked with sharing ideas, making 
recommendations, and crafting and drafting 
the legislation that would repair the damage 
done to the Voting Rights Act by the Supreme 
Court decision and capable of winning majori-
ties in the House and Senate and the signa-
ture of the President. 

That effort resulted in the Voting Rights 
Amendments Act, (H.R. 3899 and H.R. 885) of 
which I am an original co-sponsor, which re-
pairs the damage done to the Voting Rights 
Act by the Supreme Court decision. 

This legislation replaces the old ‘static’ cov-
erage formula with a new dynamic coverage 
formula, or ‘rolling trigger,’ which effectively 
gives the legislation nationwide reach because 
any state and any jurisdiction in any state po-
tentially is subject to being covered if the req-
uisite number of violations are found to have 
been committed. 

I am also a sponsor of H.R. 2867, the Vot-
ing Rights Advancement Act of 2015, a bill 
that restores and advances the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 by providing a modern day cov-
erage test that will extend federal oversight to 
jurisdictions which have a history of voter sup-
pression and protects vulnerable communities 
from discriminatory voting practices. 

I am also a sponsor of H.R. 12, the Voter 
Empowerment Act of 2015, which protects vot-
ers from suppression, deception, and other 
forms of disenfranchisement by modernizing 
voter registration, promoting access to voting 
for individuals with disabilities, and protecting 
the ability of individuals to exercise the right to 
vote in elections for federal office. 

For millions of Americans, the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 is sacred treasure, earned by the 
sweat and toil and tears and blood of ordinary 
Americans who showed the world it was pos-
sible to accomplish extraordinary things. 

The Voting Rights Act is needed as much 
today to prevent another epidemic of voting 
disenfranchisement as Dr. Salk’s vaccine is 
still needed to prevent another polio epidemic. 

I again call upon Speaker BOEHNER to bring 
H.R. 2867, the Voting Rights Advancement 
Act of 2015, and H.R. 12, Voter Empowerment 
Act of 2015, to the floor for a vote before Au-
gust 6, the 50th anniversary of the landmark 
Voting Rights Act signed by President Lyndon 
Johnson and three weeks before President 
Johnson’s 107th birthday. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 23, 2015 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JULY 28 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine lifting the 

crude oil export ban. 
SD–538 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the State 
Department’s proposal to construct a 
new diplomatic security training facil-
ity. 

SD–342 
2 p.m. 

Joint Economic Committee 
To hold hearings to examine dynamic 

scoring, focusing on how it will affect 
fiscal policymaking. 

SH–216 
2:30 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

JULY 29 

9 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine reauthor-

izing the Higher Education Act, focus-
ing on combating campus sexual as-
sault. 

SH–216 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

Subcommittee on Financial Institutions 
and Consumer Protection 

To hold hearings to examine the role of 
bankruptcy reform in addressing too- 
big-to-fail. 

SD–538 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the North 
Korea threat and United States policy. 

SD–419 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Business meeting to consider an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Department of Homeland 
Security Border Security Metrics Act 
of 2015’’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Crit-
ical Infrastructure Protection Act of 
2015’’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘EIN-
STEIN Act of 2015’’, S. 1073, to amend 
the Improper Payments Elimination 
and Recovery Improvement Act of 2012, 
including making changes to the Do 
Not Pay initiative, for improved detec-
tion, prevention, and recovery of im-
proper payments to deceased individ-
uals, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Quar-
terly Financial Reporting Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2015’’, S. 1607, to affirm the 
authority of the President to require 
independent regulatory agencies to 
comply with regulatory analysis re-
quirements applicable to executive 
agencies, S. 1526, to amend title 10 and 
title 41, United States Code, to improve 
the manner in which Federal contracts 
for construction and design services 
are awarded, to prohibit the use of re-
verse auctions for design and construc-
tion services procurements, to amend 
title 31 and 41, United States Code, to 
improve the payment protections 
available to construction contractors, 
subcontractors, and suppliers for work 
performed, S. 1820, to require agencies 
to publish an advance notice of pro-
posed rule making for major rules, S. 
1817, to improve the effectiveness of 
major rules in accomplishing their reg-
ulatory objectives by promoting retro-
spective review, S. 1808, to require the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to 
conduct a Northern Border threat anal-
ysis, S. 779, to provide for Federal 
agencies to develop public access poli-
cies relating to research conducted by 
employees of that agency or from funds 
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